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Lenin for Communists. On the other hand, if the small party were
to leave the real struggle to the Kuomintang, the party would have
no immediate prospects. No decision was arrived at, and the ex-
pectation was that Moscow would give the word.

Negotiations with Sun Yat-sen took place in 1922, and in Jan-
uary, 1923, the Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-
national in Moscow discussed the problem of "national revolution"
in China and decided in favor of "co-ordinated action" between
the Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists. It rejected the
policy of the Chinese "leftists." The Resolution of the Executive
Committee, adopted January 12, 1923, read:

Under present circumstances it is useful to have the members of the
Chinese Communist party remain within the Kuomintang. [But] the
party must maintain its own organization with a strongly centralized
machine . . . On the other hand, the Communist party of China must
influence the Kuomintang with the view of uniting its efforts with the
efforts of Soviet Russia for a common struggle against European,
American, and Japanese imperialism.

The Third Congress of the Chinese Communists, in 1923, ac-
cepted these instructions from the Moscow headquarters. How-
ever, an important discussion arose concerning the agrarian pro-
gram. The leftist wing wanted to include in the program a demand
for seizure of lands from the landlords. In view of the imminent
prospect of coalition with the Kuomintang, however, this de-
mand was abandoned and a less radical program adopted. The
party then entered into final negotiations with Dr. Sun and recom-
mended to its members that they take part in Kuomintang organiza-
tions. The few hundred Communists became most active in the
army, in the Whampoa Academy, and soon also in the trade-
unions, which, with the rise of labor unrest in China, were begin-
ning to expand. Chen Tu-hsiu, who was gaining political stature,
was in favor of collaboration with the Kuomintang. He wrote:
"Co-operation with the revolutionary bourgeoisie ... is the
necessary road for the Chinese proletariat." *

Actually the decisions concerning China were made not by the
Communist International but by the Politburo of the Russian
Communist party. Instructions, money, advisers, and agents were
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